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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Public Water Reserves:  These include a number of admin-
istrative withdrawal actions over the years for spring areas
set aside for public use. These areas are scattered through-
out the planning area and are withdrawn from surface dis-
posal and nonmetalliferous mining, but not from metallif-
erous mining and mineral leasing.

BLM Protective Withdrawal:  This is a single administra-
tive withdrawal on lands acquired for wetland, riparian, rec-
reation, and wildlife values along the Beaverhead River
about eleven miles south of Dillon. The property is with-
drawn from surface disposal and mining, but not from min-
eral leasing. Another protective withdrawal proposed in the
Axolotl Lakes area is currently being processed.

Reservoir Site Reserve:  This consists of a single adminis-
trative withdrawal for Lima Reservoir located in the south-
ern portion of the planning area near the Montana-Idaho
border. The lands are withdrawn from surface disposal and
nonmetalliferous mining, but not from metalliferous min-
ing and mineral leasing.

USFS Administrative Sites:  These are administrative with-
drawals for U.S. Forest Service administrative sites located
outside Forest Service boundaries including the Wisdom,
Jackson, Bloody Dick, and Madison River (Ennis Horse
Pasture) sites. The Wisdom and Madison River (Ennis Horse
Pasture) sites are withdrawn from surface disposal and min-
ing, while the Jackson and Bloody Dick sites are withdrawn
from surface disposal and nonmetalliferous mining. None
of these sites is withdrawn from mineral leasing.

Bureau of Reclamation:  There are two separate reclama-
tion withdrawals for the Clark Canyon Project located at or
in the general vicinity of Clark Canyon Reservoir south-
west of Dillon. The lands are withdrawn from surface dis-
posal and mining, but not from mineral leasing.

Air Navigation Site:  This is a single administrative with-
drawal for an air navigation site located about twelve miles
southwest of Dillon. It’s withdrawn from surface disposal
and mining, but not from mineral leasing.

Power Site Reserves and Classifications:  There are numer-
ous powersite reserves and classifications within the plan-
ning area. These are administrative withdrawals that pro-
tect water/power development potential and are located in
three general areas including along portions of the Big Hole
River about 15 miles north of Dillon, along the Red Rock
River in the general vicinity of Lima Reservoir, and along
the Madison River. Generally speaking, these sites are with-
drawn from surface disposal only.

FERC Power Projects:
There are two main FERC Power Project withdrawals af-
fecting BLM lands within the planning area. One withdrawal
is for FERC Project No. 2188, a hydropower development
on the Madison River about eleven miles northeast of Ennis.
The second withdrawal is for FERC Project No. 9482, a
hydropower project on Wisconsin Creek and Noble Fork
about five miles northeast of Sheridan. These withdrawals
are administered by FERC.

Lands included in an application for hydroelectric power
development with FERC are automatically segregated from
surface disposal. At the time FERC issues a license or pre-
liminary permit, the lands are automatically closed to loca-
tion and entry under the mining laws, but are still available
for mineral leasing.

Lee Metcalf Wilderness – Bear Trap Unit:  This is a Con-
gressional withdrawal located along the Madison River and
adjacent public lands between Ennis Lake on the south and
the Warm Springs recreation site on the north. The lands are
withdrawn from surface disposal, mining, and mineral leas-
ing.

The Dillon Field Office considers requests for new with-
drawals and withdrawal revocations, extensions, or modifi-
cations on a case-by-case basis. Existing withdrawals are
also reviewed on a case-by-case basis prior to the end of the
withdrawal period or as otherwise required by law to deter-
mine whether they should be extended, revoked, or modi-
fied.

It should be noted that while BLM land classifications are
not formal withdrawals, they are considered “de facto” with-
drawals since most land classifications also segregate pub-

Table 30 
Existing Withdrawals in the Planning Area 

Type of Withdrawal BLM Acres Withdrawn 

BLM Recreation Sites 6,526 

Stock Driveways 35,591 

Public Water Reserves 1,991 

BLM Protective Withdrawal 2,301 

Reservoir Site Reserve 8,737 

USFS Administrative Sites  591 

Bureau of Reclamation 880 

Air Navigation Site 10 

Power Site Reserves, Classifications, 12,008 
and FERC Power Projects 
Lee Metcalf Wilderness – Bear Trap Unit 6,162 

Total Acreage 74,797 
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